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Joshua:	It’s	Time	to	Lead	
	

What	do	we	know	about	Joshua,	God’s	servant	and	leader?		
	

• Discipled	by	Moses	
	
Exodus	33:11	–	Thus	the	Lord	used	to	speak	to	Moses	face	to	face,	as	a	man	speaks	to	his	
friend.	When	Moses	turned	again	into	the	camp,	his	assistant	Joshua	the	son	of	Nun,	a	young	
man,	would	not	depart	from	the	tent.	
	

• Explored	the	land	
	
Numbers	14:5-10	–	Then	Moses	and	Aaron	fell	on	their	faces	before	all	the	assembly	of	the	
congregation	of	the	people	of	Israel.	And	Joshua	the	son	of	Nun	and	Caleb	the	son	of	
Jephunneh,	who	were	among	those	who	had	spied	out	the	land,	tore	their	clothes	and	said	to	
all	the	congregation	of	the	people	of	Israel,	“The	land,	which	we	passed	through	to	spy	it	out,	is	
an	exceedingly	good	land.	If	the	Lord	delights	in	us,	he	will	bring	us	into	this	land	and	give	it	to	
us,	a	land	that	flows	with	milk	and	honey.	Only	do	not	rebel	against	the	Lord.	And	do	not	fear	
the	people	of	the	land,	for	they	are	bread	for	us.	Their	protection	is	removed	from	them,	and	
the	Lord	is	with	us;	do	not	fear	them.”	Then	all	the	congregation	said	to	stone	them	with	
stones.	But	the	glory	of	the	Lord	appeared	at	the	tent	of	meeting	to	all	the	people	of	Israel.	
	

• Called	to	lead	
	
Joshua	1:1-2	–	After	the	death	of	Moses	the	servant	of	the	Lord,	the	Lord	said	to	Joshua	the	
son	of	Nun,	Moses'	assistant,	“Moses	my	servant	is	dead.	Now	therefore	arise,	go	over	this	
Jordan,	you	and	all	this	people,	into	the	land	that	I	am	giving	to	them,	to	the	people	of	Israel.”	
 
Making	a	connection	between	the	“then”	and	“now”	in	the	book	of	Joshua	
	

• Spiritual	leaders	need	to	rely	on	God’s	presence	and	promises	
	
Joshua	1:5-9	–	No	man	shall	be	able	to	stand	before	you	all	the	days	of	your	life.	Just	as	I	was	
with	Moses,	so	I	will	be	with	you.	I	will	not	leave	you	or	forsake	you.	Be	strong	and	courageous,	
for	you	shall	cause	this	people	to	inherit	the	land	that	I	swore	to	their	fathers	to	give	them.	
Only	be	strong	and	very	courageous,	being	careful	to	do	according	to	all	the	law	that	Moses	my	
servant	commanded	you.	Do	not	turn	from	it	to	the	right	hand	or	to	the	left,	that	you	may	have	
good	success	wherever	you	go.	This	Book	of	the	Law	shall	not	depart	from	your	mouth,	but	you	
shall	meditate	on	it	day	and	night,	so	that	you	may	be	careful	to	do	according	to	all	that	is	
written	in	it.	For	then	you	will	make	your	way	prosperous,	and	then	you	will	have	good	
success.	Have	I	not	commanded	you?	Be	strong	and	courageous.	Do	not	be	frightened,	and	do	
not	be	dismayed,	for	the	Lord	your	God	is	with	you	wherever	you	go.”	
	

• It’s	wise	to	set	“spiritual	markers”	in	place		
	
Joshua	4:21-24	–	And	he	said	to	the	people	of	Israel,	“When	your	children	ask	their	fathers	in	
times	to	come,	‘What	do	these	stones	mean?’	then	you	shall	let	your	children	know,	‘Israel	
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passed	over	this	Jordan	on	dry	ground.’	For	the	Lord	your	God	dried	up	the	waters	of	the	
Jordan	for	you	until	you	passed	over,	as	the	Lord	your	God	did	to	the	Red	Sea,	which	he	dried	
up	for	us	until	we	passed	over,	so	that	all	the	peoples	of	the	earth	may	know	that	the	hand	of	
the	Lord	is	mighty,	that	you	may	fear	the	Lord	your	God	forever.”	
	

• God	often	calls	His	people	to	do	what	looks	foolish	in	the	eyes	of	the	world	
	
Joshua	6:3-7	–	You	shall	march	around	the	city,	all	the	men	of	war	going	around	the	city	
once.	Thus	shall	you	do	for	six	days.	Seven	priests	shall	bear	seven	trumpets	of	rams'	horns	
before	the	ark.	On	the	seventh	day	you	shall	march	around	the	city	seven	times,	and	the	priests	
shall	blow	the	trumpets.	And	when	they	make	a	long	blast	with	the	ram's	horn,	when	you	hear	
the	sound	of	the	trumpet,	then	all	the	people	shall	shout	with	a	great	shout,	and	the	wall	of	the	
city	will	fall	down	flat,	and	the	people	shall	go	up,	everyone	straight	before	him.”	So	Joshua	the	
son	of	Nun	called	the	priests	and	said	to	them,	“Take	up	the	ark	of	the	covenant	and	let	seven	
priests	bear	seven	trumpets	of	rams'	horns	before	the	ark	of	the	Lord.”	And	he	said	to	the	
people,	“Go	forward.	March	around	the	city	and	let	the	armed	men	pass	on	before	the	ark	of	
the	Lord.”	
		

• The	sin	of	one	person	affects	many	other	people	
	
Joshua	7:20	–	And	Achan	answered	Joshua,	“Truly	I	have	sinned	against	the	Lord	God	of	
Israel,	and	this	is	what	I	did…”	
	

• The	thought	of	retirement	from	ministry	(serving)	isn’t	found	in	God’s	Word	
	
Joshua	14:10-12	–	And	now,	behold,	the	Lord	has	kept	me	alive,	just	as	he	said,	these	forty-
five	years	since	the	time	that	the	Lord	spoke	this	word	to	Moses,	while	Israel	walked	in	the	
wilderness.	And	now,	behold,	I	am	this	day	eighty-five	years	old.	I	am	still	as	strong	today	as	I	
was	in	the	day	that	Moses	sent	me;	my	strength	now	is	as	my	strength	was	then,	for	war	and	
for	going	and	coming.	So	now	give	me	this	hill	country	of	which	the	Lord	spoke	on	that	day,	for	
you	heard	on	that	day	how	the	Anakim	were	there,	with	great	fortified	cities.	It	may	be	that	
the	Lord	will	be	with	me,	and	I	shall	drive	them	out	just	as	the	Lord	said.”	

• The	Lord	never	lies	or	breaks	a	promise	
	

Joshua	21:43	–	Thus	the	Lord	gave	to	Israel	all	the	land	that	he	swore	to	give	to	their	fathers.	
And	they	took	possession	of	it,	and	they	settled	there.	
	

• Wise	leaders	lead	with	vision	for	the	future	and	the	day	they’re	not	around	
	
Joshua	23:1-3	–	A	long	time	afterward,	when	the	Lord	had	given	rest	to	Israel	from	all	their	
surrounding	enemies,	and	Joshua	was	old	and	well	advanced	in	years,	Joshua	summoned	all	
Israel,	its	elders	and	heads,	its	judges	and	officers,	and	said	to	them,	“I	am	now	old	and	well	
advanced	in	years.	And	you	have	seen	all	that	the	Lord	your	God	has	done	to	all	these	nations	
for	your	sake,	for	it	is	the	Lord	your	God	who	has	fought	for	you.	
	

• It’s	wise	to	proclaim	and	practice	personal,	spiritual	convictions	
	
Joshua	24:15	–	But	as	for	me	and	my	house,	we	will	serve	the	Lord.	


