2 Kings: The Downfall and Rise of Leaders and a Nation
1. The way believers live and what they say leaves an impression on others.

2 Kings 1:5-8 - The messengers returned to the king, and he said to them, “Why have
you returned?” And they said to him, “There came a man to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go
back to the king who sent you, and say to him, Thus says the Lord, Is it because there is
no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?
Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you
shall surely die.” He said to them, “What kind of man was he who came to meet you
and told you these things?” They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, with a
belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”

2. God continues to call servants who serve with righteous motives.

2 Kings 2:9-12 - When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for
you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion
of your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as |
am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be
so.” And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha
saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”
And he saw him no more.

3. God’s people need to understand the effectiveness and power of prayer.

2 Kings 4:32-37 - When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on
his bed. So he went in and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the
Lord. Then he went up and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on
his eyes, and his hands on his hands. And as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of
the child became warm. Then he got up again and walked once back and forth in the
house, and went up and stretched himself upon him. The child sneezed seven times, and
the child opened his eyes. Then he summoned Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite.”
So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, “Pick up your son.” She came and
fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. Then she picked up her son and went out.

4. God asks His followers to obey Him with humility and urgency.

2 Kings 5:10-14 - And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” But
Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely
come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the Lord his God, and wave his
hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could 1 not wash in them and be clean?”
So he turned and went away in a rage. But his servants came near and said to him, “My



father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he
actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” So he went down and dipped himself seven
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

5. Greed is one tool the enemy uses to bring down God'’s servants.

2 Kings 5:25-27 - He went in and stood before his master, and Elisha said to him,
“Where have you been, Gehazi?” And he said, “Your servant went nowhere.” But he said
to him, “Did not my heart go when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? Was
it a time to accept money and garments, olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and oxen,
male servants and female servants? Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you
and to your descendants forever.” So he went out from his presence a leper, like snow.

6. A nation is in trouble when leaders and people disobey God.

2 Kings 17:13-16 - Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every
seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes,
in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you
by my servants the prophets.” But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their
fathers had been, who did not believe in the Lord their God. They despised his statutes
and his covenant that he made with their fathers and the warnings that he gave them.
They went after false idols and became false, and they followed the nations that were
around them, concerning whom the Lord had commanded them that they should not
do like them. And they abandoned all the commandments of the Lord their God, and
made for themselves metal images of two calves; and they made an Asherah and
worshiped all the host of heaven and served Baal.

7.1t's a breath of fresh air to see a spiritual leader serve with courage and
conviction.

2 Kings 18:3-8 - And he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all
that David his father had done. He removed the high places and broke the pillars and
cut down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made,
for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it. He trusted in the Lord,
the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after
him, nor among those who were before him. For he held fast to the Lord. He did not
depart from following him, but kept the commandments that the Lord commanded
Moses. And the Lord was with him; wherever he went out, he prospered. He rebelled
against the king of Assyria and would not serve him. He struck down the Philistines as
far as Gaza and its territory, from watchtower to fortified city.

8. God’s Word remains personal and powerful.

2 Kings 22:11 - When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his
clothes.
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